
For What Are You Looking?

I have a calendar from the Haun Publishing Company that contains several pictures of beautiful places in the world.  Each month of the year has a scene of some captivating space on the earth, and is accompanied by, what I suppose is, some kind of wisdom statement.  One day, as I was looking at the calendar, one of these statements captured my attention.  It stated, “What we see depends on what we look for.”  Contemplating what I had just read, I began to agree, to some extent, with what had been stated.  Truly, what we see in people or situations really does depend, many times, on that for which we look.  I especially believe this saying to be true when it come to people’s beliefs about the Bible.

In my years of studying/discussing the Bible with people I have come to hear many different views on popular topics in the Bible.  Numbers of doctrines, from the extreme left to the extreme right, and things in-between, have been discussed in my presence.  People have argued over the Jews and their relationship to God today, the way to be saved, the church, the need for discipline by brethren, marriage-divorce-and remarriage, miracles, God’s love and mercy, and a host of other subjects, without coming to a knowledge of the truth.  Then questions began to arise, “Who is right, and who is wrong?  How can we know?  How can we all see the Bible alike?  Can we really know the truth?”  It is obvious that truth exists and that we can know it (though some would argue over whether we can or not), for Jesus taught that we could (John 8:32).  Unfortunately, the reason many (if not most) people do not see the truth is because they do not want to see the truth.  They only desire to see “their” truth, i.e, a belief that they establish outside of God’s Word (Rom. 10:3).  

How many times have we sat down with someone, showing them in plain terms (plain in that even a small child could understand) what God has to say about certain subjects, only to have the person(s) say, “I do not think that it really matters” or, “I do not believe that”?  Did the person showing the truth of the Scriptures fail?  Oh no!  The failure in understanding was not in the person presenting the Scriptures, for he presented exactly what God’s Word declared, without additions or subtractions.  The failure was in the person who refused to see the truth, for he was looking for something that would justify, sustain, or give approval to what he already believed, instead of allowing the truth of God’s Word to formulate his beliefs.  Truth was present, presented in a way that was kind and clear, but truth was not that for which the person was looking.  Thus, unsatisfied with what he had seen in the Scriptures, the person went away angry, agitated, confused, and/or unfazed, not willing to change his untrue ways!


Yes, it is true, “what we see depends on what we look for.”  Many people will never see the truth, because truth is not that for which they seek.  Oh they will find what they seek, for someone is always willing to, “give the people what they want” (Isa. 30:9-10; 2 Tim. 4:3,4;)  The trouble is that what “the people want” is not always what God wants (Isa. 55:8-9).  Thank God for those who seek truth, for they shall find that for which they seek (Matt. 5:6)!             

      —Phillip Brannon

