
Turned Away From A Debate
Several nights ago, a couple of brethren and I decided to go to a debate that was being held at the University of South Carolina in Columbia, South Carolina.  This discussion was between an atheist (a former preacher for the Assemblies of God denomination) and a theist (a preacher in the church of Christ) on the existence of God.  My companions and I traveled for hours, hoping to make it to the debate early enough to receive good seats.  Upon arriving at the University, we parked our vehicle and made our way to the ballroom where the debate was to take place (thirty minutes early, by the way), only to find that we would not be admitted to see the discussion.  According to the people who were overseeing the seating capacity of the event, there was no more room.  The building had the maximum amount of people allowed under the fire-code. We, of course, were disappointed, but began to try to see the good in being denied admittance.  

The following were some of the “good” things we contemplated as we prepared to leave the University to head home. To us, such a wide interest in this debate meant:


1.  That people were still interested in religious matters - One would have been surprised to see how many people were at the debate.  The auditorium was packed with approximately 500 people. While we were at the door trying to get in, hundreds of people were approaching, and lining up behind us.  And, while we were leaving, there were more coming.  These were people of all ages and, no doubt, all beliefs.  Moreover, there were thousands of people all over the world who were watching the debate online.  Hence, we deduced that, despite what the media would have us to believe, people are still interested in spiritual matters.  They are truly wanting to hear religious discussions.

2.  That people can still discuss the Bible, in an open setting, in a kind manner  - From what I could tell, the theological discussion took place in a calm, collected, intelligent fashion.  Each debater tried to be respectful of the other’s position, even though he did not agree with said position.  Moreover, the audience was very respectful to both debaters.  Hence, two men who had diametrically opposed beliefs could discuss and reason with one another in a way that was kind and informative.   

3. That schools can be fair if they desire to be - It is my understanding that the school did not organize this debate, but that a group within the school did so.  Nevertheless, one should not miss the fact that the school had to allow the debate to take place in its facilities.  This shows that some schools, if they so choose, can be fair enough to allow both sides of religious issues to be heard in their facilities, rather than to cater to one side (usually the evolutionary/immoral side). 

4.  That brethren still want to support truth - One would have been impressed with how many brethren were at the debate.  Brethren came from all over the east coast of the United States to be at the debate.  Why?  Two reasons come to mind: 1. To support truth; 2. To be edified.  True, some in the church are apathetic and falling away from the old paths, but there are still multitudes of brethren who are interested in the propagation of truth.

Though disappointed that we would not physically be present at the debate, each of us was happy to see so much interest in the topic of the existence of God.  We hoped that there would be some people in attendance who sincerely would be seeking truth and would leave with the inclination to study and hear more on the subject.  And maybe, just maybe, some would have enough interest to be led to Christ.  

—Phillip Brannon
