
Sure There is a Pattern!

So loud has been the cry, “There is NO PATTERN for the restoration of New Testament Christianity,” that it has become easy for many people to simply give in to this cry by believing its teachings.  Yet, it should not be forgotten that our God has always had the ability to speak to His creation (us) and that in speaking to us, He has always given a pattern of instruction.   Consider some Biblical examples regarding patterns that God gave to men.  

Genesis chapter six records God’s instructions to Noah with regard to the building of the ark.  God, having seen that the thoughts of mens hearts were “only evil continually,” determined to destroy every living thing that breathed (Gen. 6:5; 7:22).  Yet, Noah “found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” Thus, God obligated Noah to build an ark for his safety.  God specified to Noah the dimensions of the ark, as well as the material to be used in its building. Hence, God gave Noah a pattern.  Did Noah follow the Pattern?  Sure he did!  Genesis 6:22 records, “Thus did Noah according to all that God commanded him, so did he.” 

Exodus 25 records God’s instructions to Moses concerning the building of the tabernacle.  Detail upon detail flowed from the mouth of God to Moses as God laid out His pattern (Exod. 25:9).  A warning was also given, for God instructed Moses, “ . . . look that thou make them after their PATTERN, which was shewed thee in the mount” (Exod. 25:40).  Did Moses obey the pattern?  Sure he did!  Exodus chapter forty verse sixteen proves that Moses believed that God gave a pattern, for the text records, “Thus did Moses, according to all that the Lord commanded him, so did he.”

Do we have a pattern in the New Testament?  Sure we do! Numerous verses state such.  Consider the following references: (1) Hold the PATTERN of sound words which thou hast heard from me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 1:13 ASV); (2), “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form (PATTERN) of doctrine which was delivered you” (Rom. 6:17).  (3) “Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the doctrine (teachings) of Christ, hath not God.  He that abideth in the doctrine (teaching) of Christ, he hath both the Father and the son” (2 John 9).  Are these the words of a God who offers no pattern?   Most certainly not!

Is there a pattern to follow?  Sure there is a pattern!  And those of us who love God will follow it (1 John 5:3).
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