Still Haven’t Found What You Are Looking For?
Several years ago, the musical group known as U2 released a song entitled “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For.”  It was, and still is, a big hit amongst pop/rock music lovers.  The song basically describes an individual who has searched high and low, far and wide, yet still has not found that for which he is searching (he never indicates what the thing for which he is seeking really is).  Interestingly, there are a few lines in the song that are of particular interest.  The singer states, “You broke the bonds/You loosed the chains/You carried the cross/And my shame/And my shame/ You know I believe it/ But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for.”  Any person with the slightest knowledge of biblical events quickly notices that these lines refer to the work of Jesus.  With these lines, the singer declares that though he believes in Christ and the sacrifices that He made for man, his (the singers) thirsting search, perhaps for contentment, still has not been quenched.  This writer, upon hearing this song again the other day, was forced to entertain the thought of the multitudes of people who share this singer’s sentiment of a lack of satisfaction and the reasons for their unhappiness.

One cannot number the plethora of people who claim to believe in the Lord, yet are not satisfied with the salvation that He offers.  Their love for the pleasures of the world forces them to return to such pleasures again and again.  They never are fulfilled, because they revert to things that cannot fulfill.  The alcohol drinker seeks for more and more pleasure in his alcohol.  The drug attic seeks for more and more pleasure in his drugs.  The overeater seeks for more and more pleasure in his food.  However, each seeker remains unfulfilled.   Such people continue to seek, but still will not find that for which they seek, because they seek in the wrong places (1 John 2:15-17; James 4:1-3).  As long as their search contentment remains in worldly avenues, their thirst will never be quenched.
Our Lord knew (and still knows) what men needed in order to be fulfilled.  Hence, he stated, “Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again, But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:14).  He also stated, “I am the bread of life, he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst” (John 6:35).  Furthermore, Jesus taught, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-30).  Oh, what marvelous statements!  Jesus declared that though the material things for which men seek can never fulfill that which He offers will fulfill for eternity.  What a wonderful comfort it is to know that the one thing for which we all seek, fulfillment, can be supplied through a never-ending stream of happiness in the Lord (John 6:58).  

The aforementioned song closes with the singer leading the hearer to conclude that he (the singer) is still searching.  Though believing that the Lord had suffered for his salvation, the singer’s search for contentment finds no terminus.  Honestly, as long as the singer only believes in the Lord, while neglecting the obligation of obedience, he will forever search and be unfulfilled.  And, that is a promise (John 14:1, John 14:15)!  How about you dear reader?  Have you found that for which you are seeking?  Have you tried to find fulfillment in life, yet still remain empty?  Why not quench your thirst?   Why not seek the Lord?  He will never leave you feeling empty!                                                              






        —Phillip Brannon

