Planning For Retirement
 If one were to spend any amount of time listening to financial gurus, he would be sure to hear them stressing the importance of planning for retirement.  If one were to listen to the financial advice of people of age, who were not having to “scrape and scratch for money,” he would be sure to hear them stressing the need for one to plan for retirement.  Basically, anyone who knows anything about being financially secure knows something about planning for retirement.  The writer can even remember his college algebra teacher trying to get her class to consider planning for retirement (thanks be to her for he now uses some of her advice).  And, if one were to search, he would find all types of options such as 401(k’s), I.R.A’s, 403(b’s), etcetera, that would help him reach his financial retirement goals.  Yet, there is a form of retirement for which most financial gurus, well-off aged people, and others fail to prepare—eternal retirement.  And, most do not know that there is only one option that will secure one’s joyous eternal retirement—the Bible.

Every man is going to retire (die) from this earth, whether it be from natural or unnatural causes (Eccl. 3:20).  This is a fact that all men know, yet many of them live as thought they do not know it.  They go through life living in submission to their lustful desires, gaining money and spending money, seeking to enjoy as many of the pleasures of this life as their finances can afford (and also several that their finances cannot afford).  Those who do stop to think about future preparation only think short-term, for they only prepare for next month’s bills, next year’s taxes, and earthly retirement.  Most, fail to consider that one day they will have to meet the Lord in judgement to give an account for their lack of preparation (Heb. 9:27).  Hence, they will retire from this earth and spend an eternity in Hell, for the sole reason that they did not pay attention to God and His retirement advice (Matt. 16:26).  

The Bible informs man that he ought to show wisdom with money (Psa. 37:16, Psa. 52:5-7, Prov. 11:4, Prov. 11:28, Luke 16, 1 Tim. 6:10).  Moreover, it instructs man to live in such a way that when his life is over, he will be found acceptable in the sight of God (2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 20:12-13).  The only way for one to find such favor is by humble obedience to God’s Word, i.e., the Bible.  It is the only guide of life that offers a peaceful retirement plan with which no other plan can compare.  Truthfully, without the Bible, no man can properly retire.

Preparation for one’s physical retirement is a smart endeavor and one should be commended for having the foresight to do so.  Yet, preparation for the retirement of one’s soul is an even smarter endeavor and is worthy of the utmost admiration.  Sadly, this is an area of preparation where most men fail.  How about you?  Are you failing to properly prepare for your soul’s retirement?  Consider the old adage, “failure to prepare is preparing to fail!”
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