
Out Of One Fire And Into Another
Recently, while out making visits, I was listening to the radio and heard a shocking report.  A preacher for a very large denominational congregation had renounced his version of Christianity and had converted to Islam.  The preacher had preached at the congregation for decades and even had a son who was a preacher there. Yet, for some undisclosed reason, this man had given up on Christ and had now turned to Mohammed.  As I sat listening to the report, I could not help but to feel a deep sadness for the man, because he was obviously confused.   Sure, he had left denominational Christianity for Islam, but, in actuality, he had left one false way to follow another false way.

Someone says, “Oh no, that is not politically correct! What gives you the right to place one religion above another?”  God does!  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).   With this statement (and others like it), Jesus excluded Mohammed and all other men from being mediators to God (Acts 4:12; 1Tim. 2:5).  Therefore, no one can come to God, unless he comes through Christ.


Yet, this man’s conversion to Islam was not what saddened me the most, for he could have switched, just as easily, to any other religious group or denomination of his choice, and I would still have been saddened.  What saddened me most was that though this man now believed he was on the road to salvation (Islam), he was still lost, for he was still following the ways of men (Matt. 15:9).  He had failed to realize that Islam, denominational Christianity, and every other religious group that is not of Christ, would not lead him to salvation, for salvation is only found in true Christianity (a system of belief devoid of denominations, sects and false teachings, and established by and under the authority of the head—Jesus the Christ [Eph. 1:22, 23; John 17:20-23; 1 Cor. 1:10]).  Since denominations and other religions are made up of people who have rejected and separated from Jesus, added and taken away from Jesus, and created their own bodies and laws outside of Jesus, they fall short of the body (church) created by Jesus (Col. 1:18; Rom. 16:16).  Thus, they are all doomed (Matt. 15:13-14; Gal. 1:6-9).  This being true, the wisest choice the man mentioned earlier could have made would have been to have left denominationalism and false religions altogether to become a part of true Christianity.  His choice, however, like the choices of other people who leave one denomination or false religion to become a part of another false group, kept him in an unsaved (lost) state.  He, in essence, had jumped out of one fire and into another! 

After turning the radio off, I began to wonder what the result would have been if one of the members of the Lord’s church, the church of Christ, would have studied with this man before his conversion to Islam.  Perhaps he would have left denominationalism to become a member of the body of Christ!  Who knows?  My wondering would only be that—wondering.   Action had to be taken.  I chose two courses of action:  1.)  Pray that the man and others like him, who are ensnared in false religions, would have an opportunity to hear the unadulterated Word of God (Matt. 9:38);  2.)  Work to make sure that they did (Mark 16:15-16)!
    

     —Phillip Brannon

