
Marriage Takes Some Adjusting
Not long ago, I got married.  It was a blessed occasion, and many friends and family members shared in the wonderful ceremony.  Afterwards, my new bride and I had our honeymoon and came home to settle into our new life together.  We quickly came to see (as we expected) that some adjusting was in order, for each of us had some changes to make.  For example, I came to see that much of my “stuff” was not really up to par with the “stuff” of my wife, and therefore, had to go.  She came to see that getting “everything in its place” as quickly as possible does not mean as much to most guys as it does to women.  Also, since God made men and women to think differently, it has taken some effort by both parties to try to see things from the other sex’s viewpoint.  And, all this adjusting has had to take place all day, everyday, because we live together.  It is not like the days when we spent time together and then went to our separate homes.  We now see each other every day.  And, each day is a day of learning to live together, for we plan to exist together for the rest of our lives.  Commitment is the word.  

While ruminating on these adjustments the other day, I came to realize that one’s commitment to Christianity (biblical obedience) is similar to getting married.  One marries Christ and has a honeymoon period (period of extra-heightened excitement) with Him (Acts 8:39).  Then, he realizes that he has some adjusting to do.  He learns that much of his “stuff” (his old ways - bad habits, bad friends, or bad things, etcetera), is not up to par with what Christ has, and thus, has to be expunged (Rom. 6:3-6; 13:12; 2 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 4:22). Also, as he is learning to live with a higher being, he must realize that difficulties may come, for he and Christ think differently (Isa.  55:8-9).  And, all this adjusting has to take place all day, every day, because in essence, he and Christ are living together (Eph. 5:20ff).  In his former days, this man could express interest in Christ at certain times and then go his separate way (not with impunity, however).  Now he is in a relationship that exists everyday (1 Pet. 2:9).  He is learning to live with Christ, and plans to exist with Him for the rest of his life.  Commitment is the word.




Before we got married, my bride and I decided that divorce was not an option.  We committed to each other for life, as God intended us to do.  Only death will separate us, and that only for a time (in terms of spending time with one another, not marriage), for the resurrection will unite us.  One’s marriage to Christ is very similar.  He decides that divorce is not an option; he is with Christ for life and Christ is with him (Heb. 13:5)  But, unlike physical marriage, death will not separate one from Christ, for He will be present with a man when he crosses into the next realm, and forevermore (Luke 16:22; Matt. 22:32). 

 Friend, my marriage to my wife was wonderful and we plan to continue to make our life together wonderful.  Yet, this marriage pales in comparison to my marriage to Christ, the most wonderful relationship that I’ve ever had; and yes, my wife would say the same about her marriage to Christ.  We are what we are to each other, because of what we are with Him.                                                                                                                                           —Phillip Brannon

