Incorrect Motivations For Becoming A Christian
                Yes friend, you have read the title correctly.  Just as there are correct motivations for obeying the gospel, there are also many incorrect motivations for doing so.  We shall discuss a few at this time.  Please note that one should not obey the gospel because of:
                1.  Ties to family - Family influence can be a great motivating factor for a person’s obedience to the gospel. However, it should not be the sole motivation.  If one’s sole reason for obeying the gospel is because of the fact that his grandfather, father, or some other family member, was a faithful Christian, then his reasoning it flawed.  God will not accept this type of submission (if it can even be called submission), for it makes family ties greater than heavenly ties (Matt. 10:37,38; Luke 14:26-27).
                2.  The affiliation afforded - Some people are so desperate to be a part of a group that they obey the gospel solely to be affiliated with a body of people.  Though one would not be wrong in wanting to be associated with the people of God, one would be wrong in obeying the gospel just to be affiliated with people.  God will not accept this type of submission, for one’s should desire to be with God mores than to be with people (Ps. 73:25).
                3.  The political influence one can gain - Some people’s motives for becoming Christians are for political purposes.  They become whatever they need to become, religiously speaking, in order to have the most political influence and power.  If they can have the most influence by converting to Islam, then they will do it.  If they can have the most influence by converting to Hinduism, then they will do it.  Whatever religion must be accepted in order for these people to further their personal agenda, they will accept it.  God will not accept this type of submission, for this person has no true allegiance to Him (Matt 22:37; Matt. 4:10).   
                4. A desire for financial gain - Some people become Christians because of a false belief that they will be financially blessed for doing so.  They believe that if they obey God, then they will receive the big house, nice car, or extra money they have always desired.  God will not accept this type of submission, because those who come in this way only come for physical wealth, not for spiritual gain (John 6:26-28; 1 Tim. 6:10; 2 Tim 3:12).   
                5.  A desire to please men - Some people become Christians simply to please men.  They obey the gospel to get someone, whether family, friend, or foe, “off of their backs.”  They do not really want to follow God, but in order to get people to quit “bothering” them about becoming a Christian, they go ahead and obey the gospel, with the hopes of making everyone happy.  God will not accept this type of submission, for these people would rather please men than please Him (Gal. 1:10).
                There are many incorrect reasons for becoming a Christian, but none of them will actually save a man.  In fact, if any incorrect motivation is one’s primary motivation for obedience to the gospel then that person is not really a Christian.  Each of us should ultimately be motivated to become a Christian by understanding that we can have our sins washed away, which in turn will sanctify us for service to God.    —Phillip Brannon
