
How Do You View It?

Someone asks, “What do you mean when you ask this question?”  Well, I am asking you how you view the church of our Lord?  Most people view the church in one of the following ways: 

    1.  A building - Those who hold this view see the church meetinghouse as the “sanctuary of God.” It is a holy place, made so by the presence of God. To them, the building is the house of God, i.e., the church.

This view, though held by many, fails to fulfill the Bible’s description of the church and blatantly contradicts Scripture. Notice that the, “most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands” (Acts 7:48-50). The Lord does not dwell in, nor did He intend the church to be, a place made of brick, mortar, stone, or wood.  The church is not a manmade, corruptible building (Eph. 1:22,23, Col. 1:18). 

     2.  A designated place that you attend to fulfill your weekly obligation to God - Those who hold this view, show up at the building (see above) to be counted present for worship, and feel as though their weekly obligation to God has been filled.

While it is expedient to have a place designated for the people of God to congregate for worship, it is not true that the church is simply a place where obligations to God are filled (as if God really looks favorably on such a belief; Amos 5:21ff).    

     3.  A failing institution - Some people believe that the church is doomed for failure.  They see the church today, and relate how it in nowise compares to the church of old.  They say that the church does not do “this” as it once did, and does not do “that” as much as it use to do.  Hence, in their eyes, the church is diminishing in the world.  

Despite what these people think, or say, the future of the church is bright.  Daniel prophesied that the church would never diminish (Dan. 2:44).  We have God’s word that the church will stand forever and will continue to grow (Mark 4:30-32).

    4.  One universal body made up of several divisions, each teaching a different doctrine, and each destined for glory - The majority of those in the world who claim to know what the church is, hold this view.  They believe that every person who tries to have a relationship with God is a member of the universal church.  Moreover, each person has the right to believe how he chooses and no one has the right to judge such beliefs.  Simply put, anyone who believes in God and accepts Christ as his Savior is a part of the church and will receive the blessings of Heaven.  

Though this view is very comforting to people, it is damnably false.  The Bible teaches that it takes more than just a belief in God to be a part of the church (James  2:17-20).  No person has a right to choose his own way to follow God (John 14:6).  

Furthermore, this view is illogical.  How can several groups, each teaching doctrines about the church that are diametrically opposed to one another, all be correct?  One, or all would have to be false.  Thus, even by simple logic, this view proves to be false.

    5.  The glorious body of Christ, made up of baptized believers who have submitted themselves to the head of the body–Christ himself - Those who hold this view, hold the correct position; not because a man says so, but because the Bible says so.  Those who have humbled themselves enough to obey what the Bible says, in all things, make up the church (Col. 3:17).  They place no emphasis on a building, nor do they assemble simply to meet some kind of quota, or obligation.  They are a part of an institution that will not fail, but that will flourish forever.  They do not teach different doctrines, but seek to have no divisions, as they all seek to follow the Bible only (1 Cor. 1:10).  And, because of their veracity, they are destined for glory. 

So friend, I ask again, “How do you view the church of our Lord?”  If you make  sure that your view is the view taught in the Bible, you will know that it is the correct one. 

Check and see!                                                                                           —Phillip Brannon

