
Going Low To Get High
Each of us, in one aspect of life or another, wants to achieve a certain sense of “highness,” or satisfaction .  However, how we choose to go about achieving this “highness” is of the utmost importance.  Many people choose to travel a low road to get to a place of “highness,” but they do not always travel the best “low” road to get there.  Let us ponder this thought for a moment.

There are some people who go extremely low to get high.  In other words, some people perform all types of low, evil deeds to get a high, euphoric feeling.  Some people turn to cocaine, marijuana, alcohol and other drugs to get this high feeling.  Others lie, cheat, steal and kill to obtain money, power, and respect, which they believe will make them feel a little higher in status.  Never being satisfied, these individuals do everything that they can to get more money, more power, and more respect.  As a result, they go lower and lower to get higher and higher.  This is the bad road to travel in going low to get high.

On the other hand, there are those who also go low to get high, but do so in a good way.  These individuals humble themselves in service to their fellow man.  They are the humanitarians, volunteers, etcetera of the world, and are willing to do the work that others consider to be “beneath” them.  Performing honest work, they receive honest rewards.  They may or may not get money or power, but because of their service, they gain respect. 

Christians could be placed into this last group of people.  They humbly serve their fellow man, and are willing to do work that may be “beneath” most people.  However, the Christian takes, “going low to get high” even further than most people in the second grouping, for Christians put aside their pride, and bow themselves in humble service to the Creator of all things.  And, because they are willing to humble themselves in ways that most men are not willing, they receive a higher status, and a promise to receive the highest reward that a man can receive (Matt. 7:13,14; 1 John 3:1; James 4:10). 

There are several ways men can go low to get high.  Some of these ways are evil and some of them are good.  In terms of the final judgment, the men who pursue the evil ways will, obviously, be punished.  Nonetheless, one also should take note that some of the men who pursue the good way will also be punished.  “Why,” one asks?  Because, although they do many things that are considered, by most people, to be good things, they never submit themselves to the will of God, by becoming Christians (Matt. 7:21ff).  Pleasing God takes more than just being a good moral person, and believing that one is doing right.  One must actually do right according to the Word of God, which is the standard of right and wrong (2 Pet. 1:3ff).   When one is humble enough to go low before God in obedience, then and only then, will God view him as able to get high.  Will you travel the correct low road to get to the ultimate high place?                                                    —Phillip Brannon 

